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Funding of Agreement with Forest Service 
for Protection of Watershed 

AFFECTED COUNCIL DISTRICTS: Citywide 

STAFF REPORT BY: Lehua Weaver 

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPT. Public Utilities 
AND CONTACT PERSON: LeKoy Hooton 

Each year, for the past several years, the Department of Public Utilities has contracted with the 
Forest Service for patrol of the backcountry in Big and Little Cottonwood Canyons. The Forest 
Service also provides watershed education and protection in the Silver Lake area. This year, a front- 
country patrol has been added. The Forest Service requires a separate funding agreement each year 
to authorize the Forest Service to collect the City's payments. It was incorrectly reported in last 
year's staff report that it was the last year of the five-year contract. The 2007 season will in fact be 
the last year of the five-year contract, which was signed on June 4,2002.2002 did not count toward 
the five-year period. The City will likely pursue an extension. 

The backcountry portion of the agreement provides for two rangers to patrol the City's watershed 
during the period May 25 through August 31 for a cost of $15,000. The contracted services at 
Silver Lake are for an Interpretive Specialist at the Silver Lake Conservation Education Center in 
Big Cottonwood Canyon who will conduct classes and workshops for the general public and for 
scheduled groups from May 25,2007 through September 15,2007. Interpretive programs will 
contain watershed protection and conservation messages. The Specialist will also enforce 
watershed regulations in the Silver Lake area. The cost to the City for this portion of the agreement 
is $7,500. These funds will be used to run the Center on weekends in September and to hold classes 
for school field trips during the weekdays. 

This year, a front-country ranger is added to the patrol at a cost of $1 1,388 and a portion of the 
related vehicle of $1,280. The contract with the sheriffs office has been reduced slightly to afford 
this addition. The ranger will monitor the heavily used areas and can issue tickets as necessary. 

The funding, in the amount of $35,168, is appropriated within the Public Utilities Department. 
Funds come from water fees; not from the General Fund. This is an increase of $12,868 from the 
$22,300 funded last year. The majority of the increase is due to the front-country ranger, and $200 
is due to a salary increase for the Interpretive Specialist, due to longevity of the employee. 

A Council resolution is required for this interlocal agreement because it meets one of the seven 
criteria (agreement with an out-of-state agency). 

cc: Lyn Creswell, Sam Guevara, LeRoy Hooton, Florence Reynolds 
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